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Before youread

ua—ﬂamumﬁ@meﬁ
Every child is a potential achieverand is different from other childrenin her/his style oflearningand area of interest.

- BT U YU UTtrehdl § 3R TRa- 1 301 el SR T 8 T gaR a=d © SerT e |

« Readthe interview that follows. It is based on a conversation between Ms Bela Raja, editor of Sparsh, a newsletter from

the Resource Centre, The Valley School, Bangalore, and Mr Hafeez Contractor, one of India's leading architects.

- FARUTUwETER 1 U | U8, del Whd, STAR & S 6% 9 Th GHMER U, WL &t durge, gt aar e, ok 5t

IV dedex, YRd & U aRgHRI H ¥ U & s Ueh ardield R Sed g

[
» Hafeez Contractor was an unhappy school boy.

- IS BIgacy Uh g Wl A d1 Ul
* Heloved doing things but detested mechanical learning. Mathematics gave him the shivers.
- FU DA B GG YT, Afch FifAes YRe= T 0 T YT | 10T o T4 U g a8 Hiuar AT |

«  Whathis Principal once said to him influenced him deeply.

- TP TR IGP TR A 30 S Hel, 3T I T8RS J U fan|

HC : “lused to have thisterrible nightmare. Only now, over the last four to five years, it seems to have disappeared.
W YU YO g TSI UT| e 3, fUsd 9 a1 Ui urd ¥, 98 e 81 T aTar g |
BR : Whatnightmare are you talking aboutand why do you think it has disappeared now?

#R : NPT TIFH IR T AAHR TG 81 3R I &1 ATl ¢ 3 T 3@ Taa g1 T e?

HC . lTused to get continuous nightmares about appearing for a maths examination where I did not know anything!
Now the psyche must have gotten over it, I don't have to think about education and there is absolutely no time to

getnightmares.

TI . GO B U B I3 & TR B AR TR U ST HRa A Tl Gof $3 1 o Tat 4 od T 3 3T W 3z

1 U1 feraT 81T, T e & IR & Wi &1 SRexd g1 & SR G 0 3 & fod faepa aa gl g |
BR : Tellus something aboutyour earliest memories in school.

R : FH A H U Y3 ATG| b IR A HS a3

HC : Inthe first and second year | was a good student. After I reached the third standard, I simply lost interest and I

never studied.

T ;. U IR G I A A U 33T ST T | fIG S e o Ug e $ a1, A SR @I el iR A i ugTs et bl
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I used to be interested in games, running around, playing jokes and pranks on others. I would copy in class during exam
times. [ would try to get hold of the examination paper thathad been prepared and study it, as I could not remember things
thathad been taught to mein class.

e o B T T, 8 R a1, e AT 3R TR D1 SIS ST | H FHaf & Utel & T & SR A6 d Hdl oT|
T TR T 7T TRET & TUR &1 U R B IR BT AT 3R ITDBT 31809 Sl UT, Haifcs I BT H s 18 ard
1e; e gl AT |

However, later; one sentence spoken to me by my Principal changed my life.

When I approached my eleventh standard, the Principal called me and said, “Look here, Son, | have been seeing you from
day one. You are a good student, but you never studied. I have taken care of you till today. Now, I can no longer take care of
yousoyoudo ityourself”

gTaTifas, a1e o, TR iRua gRI g S e e arag A 08 e e < |

o H 0 TRed! wef H ugd, TRt A g2 gamn $iR Fel, "I6i o), 9e, H gF Ugd fad 3 ¥ XeT § | g1 US o 81
&1, At g Bt UeTE TS Bt | B 31191 9 JFRRT & @1 71 31d, H 3 JReRY SHHTE el 6 Jdhdl 3aferd gH Sa-t
U T H |

He talked to me for five minutes, “You don't have your father, your mother has worked so hard to bring you up and paid all
your fees all these years butyou have only played games. Now you should rise to the occasion and study.”

l used to be a very good sportsman. [ had been the senior champion for so many years and I also was the cricket captain. |
used to play every game, but that year I did not step out onto the field.

I IH U e & o1y el ST 1, e fUdT Sifdd 81 &, QeI Hi - g 8181 e & 17U gel Heid 1 ¢ SR g+t
Ul H gRRI G B & YT a8, Afdd gH paa @aid 61 %6 81 | 316 g ST S Ao SR &0 1 Mo |

T US dgd 51 Faare ga &ar °T| H ga- Iral do aRky At 381 o1 3R & fhdre s off 3e11 & 83 [ Werar o,
AT IT T B8R HeH IR HeH g 3T |

I would go for prayers and all  would do was eat and study. I normally used to copy and pass, but I realised that once I was in
SSC, I could notdo that.

A o R F forg STl o1 3R H S W1 AT 3R ST R 41| | 37 R W Adhd B Ui gidl T, AfehT 73t
UG g3 b Ueh AR ofa H wauadt 7 o, Y H v It e a1 |
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When I gotasecond class, 50 per cent, in my SSC my Principal said, “Son, consider yourself as having got a distinction!” This
is my memory of my school days.

I did lots of other things. See, as far as my things are concerned, I can't remember. I forget things very easily. To remember, |
have to see things as a photograph. [ read abook and I can remember the matter as a photograph but not through my mind.
Thatis how itworks.

oS 2 THuaT o gast 4ot 50 gfcr=rd e, O 7R SiRme = e, <dier, 30 31U &1 e (SR w R U] Irsi” I8 TR
W& A kg

A T TR S ol B | S RIT, 6T e BRI &1 b1 JaTel & <l J9l I1G el & | H 2ol 1 agd ST 9 Y& ST g | 318 3T+
& forg, g1 el 1 U R & =0 H S ISl § | 79 U fohdTe UGt 3R H Uh diR & &0 U 33 A &1 I16 3 Tl
&, 1 30 feHmT & ATeaH I 18] | I8 S RE B Bl ¢ |

BR : Whenyouwere inschooland you were doing badly, did the teachers pull you up and how did you feel?

R . T MMUTHAH A 3R MU SIS Y UGTS Tl B2 Ie I, Al 7T FRIEP I = SMUDI TSAT Y 3R SMUDT 1 @ ?

HC : Ineverfeltanything on being pulled up.Iused to be so interested in playing. I would receive a caning every week.

- BA o e R e oo ot deaw T8l faran | 3% wan § 9gd foaaed gsn vt A B R e U IR S8 ¥
forerd gicit ot

BR : When you knew that you had incurred the wrath of your teacher by not doing your homework or by behaving

badly, when you knew you would geta caning, what was the state of your mind?
ISR : TF MU A b 31U 3T §1Hdd - FHRab 1§11 HAGR HRh 30 I8 & I BT ST T U, 5T 31Ul
TaT YT b 3fuept €8 ¥ fUers gl ad smush A & fRufar s i

HC : State of mind? Just lift up the hand and they would cane you. It would hurt badly and then [ would have to forget
aboutit, because I would wantto go and play.

I A P R 99 BT IR IA13M 3R T SHTUH! ES AR | T8 Tgd 511 IRE ¢ T o7 3R R g3 58 aR |

e ST BT T, 3R foh H ST Qa1 el o |
BR : Younever feltinsecure or threatened?
SR - 3o paft SrgRIET AT SR Uy g fhan
HC : I'wasjustinterested in playing and nothing else. | was mostinterested in funny pranks. One day, I did not want to

study, so I created a distraction. For one whole hour we played 'chor police'.
. ARk e o foeradt ot sk oo Y | I orlie IRRAT A gad oiftw 3Ry ot | e oA, H ueT A8 exarargan
o, 3T 9 AT Ut foraT | qR U | o fore gom IR gfery @ |
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Every Saturday we were allowed to go into town to see a movie. So what I would do was have no lunch and collect money
from 40 - 50 students, and run and buy the tickets. On my way back, [would eat to my heart's content.

[used to be the leader of a gang. We would have gang fights and plan strategies. These things used to interest me more than
any academics.

Students used to book my textbooks for the following year, because they were almost brand new. I probably opened them
one day before exams.

TR AR §H e T O U (e @ i 3Afd &1 18 T | f 7 &1 & o1 b T SugR &1 4o e) dedl 4T 3R
40-50 BT TAIHET BT 3R e WRie & fere Ia1 I | aTo 317 99, H U HR B @1 AT

T U T BT SR g3 Bl UT| 89 FRIGT & 1Y SRTST Rl MR UMt S | 3 &t gt fopat ot e ¥ aiftres &
EUIGIRT

B ST T8 o FeTE T TS YA | o1 g bRl &, T d TRTHAT IS it o | 3 T 3= Uie § U o uga @ieran o

11
He stumbled on architecture because he knew little French and less German.

TE ARgH AT & [a9g IR fqaferd g1 77 Fifs ag dret Urd 3fR &3 STH- o 3|

He was offbeat even in the pranks that he played on others.

T8GRI IR WeH el TRRe H Hiclies A geapi d|

When he found his calling, there was no looking back.

e I AT T I U R g o |

BR : Howdid you getinto the field ofarchitecture?

HR : MU IRGH N > &7 A HYUEA?

HC : Inthe college for architecture, nobody who had got below 80 - 85 per cent was allowed to enter. I had only 50 per
cent.

TIH . IRgHA D Blae §, 80 - 85 UTIRIA W HH 3 U aral fordt ! Ht ga=r bt srgafa 781 i 71 o iR ur dvaat 50
gfaera 9|

[ wanted to join the Army. [ got my admission letter but my aunt tore it up. Then I decided that I wanted to join the police
force.

B B o 1T I U1 g BRT va U firet wran, e 3G =l A 39 wrs feun) 9w 39 raen fpan i A gferm s o
RIIBGEEICIEIRI
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My mother said, “Don'tjoin the police force, just do your graduation!” So [ went to Jaihind College in Bombay.

There, | was to either take French or German. Though [ had studied French for seven years, I did not know seven words of
French. So I took German. Then my German teacher died. The college told me that1 could change the college or take French.
Now, who would give me admission in another college? [ had gotadmission to Jaihind by influence.

A Fel, gferd o o M A 8, 59 U AP B Ugls B " gufey H §als & Safee dlorel 14Tl

agt, g ar <l Urd a1 ST o At | gTerifar H9 T ATe d Ued &b UgTs i ot Afds g Uha o 1 sl 1 o a8t T
Zfery A 51T 3 | FORR T o Rrereh ) g 81 TS | s - g3 gl fob a1 ol & whliol dael o a1 tha o of | 3 e
IR IS TSR S ST Yo TR & srafge § o= firem i

So I thought, 'Okay, | will take French' and I started learning French again. I learnt it from my cousin. She was an architect's
wife.
Iwas going to an architect's office tolearn French!

iy AR T, 31 8, W Shar o SR 19 b 9 T TReT R o feram | A 3 3ot 2} 81 & Ut | 98 U aRg@R
CARCIR
A g e o o0 U AR & Srierd B o gT M

BR : Wasitthen thatyoudecided you wanted to do architecture?
dleR : FTg aa g U e [ i 3 arge e BT amgd 27
HC : Actually, itall happened quite by chance.

T IR H, U8 99 G g3

In the architect's office, | saw somebody drawing a window detail. Awindow detail is a very advanced drawing.

Itold him thathis drawing was wrong — that the window he had drawn would not open.

He then had a bet with me and later he found that indeed, his drawing was wrong! My cousin's husband was surprised. He
asked me to draw a few specific things, which Iimmediately did.

IRIPR & Hrafaa ®, 717 et &1 g e o1 faaruraHId gu | va Rass) &1 oI ues aga &1 3ad a8 |

B3 3T o1 b ISP SIETTTed &b I o) g epl &1 ot g e ganh

I TR 1Y U T T 3R 1¢ H 39 9T o arqa H, 39a! S8 Terd At B 7} 98 &1 Ui 814 AT 39 g
$O W TSl g B gl S A Qe a1al |
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He asked me to design ahouse and [ designed a house. After that, he told me to drop everythingand join architecture.
We went to meet the Principal of the college.

I O T TR FSog B & o FeT 3iR 7 U =R feorzA fan| 3ud a1¢ 3514 3N &l {6 99 56 8IS &l 3R

IRIHAT Y IS SI3fT |
gadIaS & [URua 4 e e |

The Principal warned me, “I will allow you to take partin the entrance exams, butif you do not do well I will not allow you to
join.”

I gotan ‘A+'inthe entrance exam and from that day it was a cakewalk.

Ihad never made a plan, but I knew how somethinglooked like, from the top.

fEifrae 3 g2 Fara &, & g8 va udten B W O B SRl M, At 3R H 31T UeRiA e il ot A v T
e T srgfa e

T YA ot § A+ iy SR 3 3 & a8 U S S g1 AT |

T AT e a1, Afh T IR TaT U1 o IR $ 8 3 s Sarg |

I had never known what a section was, but knew if you cut a plan what it would look like.
Istood first class first throughout, after that.
I believe thatall thisunderstanding came from what I used to play and do during school.

H ot Tel ST ot fob wep et e, QfeeT gt g et o SR A U SrqufRyep1 1) o e har fem|
IS a1e, H O UeTs T Uy SUft v S |
2 Iy 3 S 08 wa 90, Tod & IR STl Wetd U7 3R el o, 3H s o

I had a friend called Behram Divecha. We used to have competitions between us for designing forts, guns and ammunition.
Each ofus would design somethingin an effortto be different.

TR U SR YT foryenT AmA g™ fedan uT| &9 foratl, dgant 3R el aRee, fewig &R & forg 3w & uferfiar azd 31
TAT A TS e8I o YITH H $& FSoTIg- ol |
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In school, when | was in the second or third standard, one of my teachers, Mrs Gupta, saw my sketches and told me, “See,
you are useless in everything else but your sketches are good. When you grow up you become an architect”. I did not know
atthe time butshe was right. Later, after | became an architect, | wentback to meetherand tell her.

WA, ofd H gOst a1 st we & o, B U Riféreet | et e, 3 IR A9 39 3R 3 §arn 3, g SR 9 $8 |
SPHR B, At TR TR 31 § | O JH IS 811 JH TP aRgBR SR " | 39 T T U1 8] T, Afch1 98 Tel ff | are 1,
S H aRgHR & 7T, H 379 e iR 3% g & fere o 4|

BR : Why do you think you did not like studies? Was it because you felt you could not cope, could not deal with the
curriculum?

SR MU T AT & fb 3MUPT UQTs Ude el 2it? T U1 ST YT aifes 3Tueh! o7 fob 3T W1 el &R Tahdl,
UTSIshH U QTHER g1 3T ghdl?

HC : 1 was very bad at languages. Science and geography [ could deal with, maths was very bad. I just was not

interested. | was studying for the sake of studying. What they taught me today, | would forget after two days. I
would notbother because there was no application of mind there, to begin with.

@ H HTrsi H g d AT ATl s SR 4ie o H THe Hodl AT, He § H 9gd WXie o7 | B foeed ot feermradt
et 2t F Ugrs ) @R UQrs - @1 Ul Il 3irel Ha) off Rara, & &) fa d1e Hof s | § fRidr e sdea
H1foh I51 & PR & (o FeCHIT T b g ot g1 T

BR : Did you think that what they taught in school was boring or did you feel that once you understood the concept of
whatwas being taught, youlostinterestin the restofthe lesson?

SR - 1 I AT S b 3 Wpdl & ol AT & FET1S, YT 31 3T U] T © fob Ueh AR o1 ST Ry o7 ¥g fawa &t
SAYRUN B G T &, AT M1 o b | Bia @l el &2
HC : Livinginaboarding schoolis difficult. We were justliving from day to day.

WY . TS ETRpa e el sq R fRA-ufafeTe w4

Nowadays, there are so many tests. Back then, whenever we had tests we used to just copy. The teacher thought that we had
done our work.

AHAdgd IR e gld & | e, 5 1 e 81 4, g0 Rib Fora e 3| Rrefes wrard & fob g0 srog- o fasam

BR : Thereisacontention that giftedness and learning disabilities go hand in hand. Do you think this applies to you?

HR T fJaTe g b digth H el STIR TRe H S1&mT 1y 1 ek & | T STYD! THTaT § o T8 ST R ARLE T 87

HC : Well, take some students from my class. Those who always stood first or second are today doing very ordinary
jobs.

W P e, R H TS SR Bl Al | ol U UG TG R TR T Y 7ol 98 WURU B R HR @ ¢ |
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BR : I'have come across this situation in so many different places where people tell me that their class toppers are
doingvery ordinarily today.

AR - T ZA TR AT AT R TR 39 TS &1 W1 fohan § Set avT gl 9aTd & fob ST sl o S 10% S 9gd
YRV BHFIIG |

HC : In school, I think living our lives there made us street smart. [ have learnt more by doing what I did on my own
than whatacademics would have taught me.

WO ;. WA H, T AT [ TgT ST Sfia ToIRA A W STaRT a1 fean ot | A gt gy Rams T aral @ el it
3T GH TR ST eI g |

BR : That is because the personality and skills were there. You were able to find expression in a manner you were
comfortable with and you defied every rule so that nobody would stop you from doing what you needed to do.

SR - VT it § wife 98T afddd 3R S A1 31U 39 e ¥ sifiycafed @iem & gam 2 forad 3mu Igw 3 3R
MU R A ot a1 atfes Bis i SMTUR T T8 B T el b o1 3MTTH | R B oewd 2|

HC : I'was more interested in other things. If, for example, while in class, it started raining outside, | would think of the
flowing water and how to build a dam to block it.  would be thinking about the flow of water within the dam and
how much of water the dam would be able to hold. That was my interest for the day.

T B SR B aifies S ot A, Ieerur s fore, Fan § 81 gY, ATer IR (R 81 g, A 9gd gU Ut an |
TR 3R 38 Ap & o 1el H8 T 8, 3 IR T Frawm | H &ty & iR ot & 5181a SR afel fpa= urii bt
1 FehTTT, 58 SR H W= TGT BT | T8 ferT ob feg A =iy et

When students lost a button while playing or fighting, they would come running to me and I would cut a button for them
from chalk, using a blade. Discipline in the school was very important and no student could afford to have a button missing.
The studentwould get past dinner with a full neat uniform and after thatit did not matter.

d BT Wdd A1 dSd 99 U de-1 91 od, 1, IR U &Ied U 3 3R H U &S H1 ITAN &R a1 § 31 o1t Teh §e
HIC ST | WA | SR 9gd HedqUl 4T R PIs o O U S &l @HI a6 To| H= Al UT| ST I TP YUl 9Ith def
T T BT IS GHT BT AT 3R 3P §1E 39 o1 H Pl B el Tgdl Ul

BR : Coming tothe present, how do you decide as to whatkind of structure you want to give a client?
ISR IFHFH A, 3T HY TT B & fob 3170 U UTgeh ! T oRE o | IRAT ST A8 d 87
HC : Ilookatthe client's face, his clothes, the way he talks and pronounces, the way he eats and | would know what his

taste would be like. I can relate to people in a way that would be comfortable. I sketch very spontaneously on a
paper onthe spot. That paper, 1 give to my people in the office.
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HC  : HUE® & e, 9P HUS, oy ave I 98 91 HRdT & SR IR, o ave I 98 WAl € B oadl g 3R Ja1 udl
TS 1 ¢ o ST TG fordt ok &1 81| H ATl & 39 TR & Tae R = [ahell § o SIRTGTAD g |
TS S8 TR TS BT R dgd SR W d ST E | 98 BT, H Hraferd & 319 anf 1 ST g |

BR : Youdoitinstinctively?
R : MUY TGAAN Y P g2
HC : Call it instinct, call it arithmetic, whatever. Now it comes to me like mathematics. Putting design, construction,

psychology and sociology together and makinga sketch from all thatis ‘mathematics'.

I Y el Fe, 3Y BT Fe, ol W He | 3 Tg JI TG &1 avg It g1 FeugA, fAmton, wifege sk
AT 1 Ueh 1Y T 3R 39 94 T Th Whd g1 61 01" 5|

Here we almost come to a full circle where Mr Contractor has derived his own interpretation of Mathematics — taking it
from a subject he hated to asubject he now loves dealing with!

g GH THTHIT Uep QUT g  3M1d € ofgi i hiredex 3 11107 1 T uren &1 & - 38 U favg 4 o §U 98 U faw o
TE T DA U, 3 TP WY HIHH T 3 Tl
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