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It So Happened...
(English to Hindi Translation)

|
* Ranjidiscoversapoolinthe forestand plunges into itforaswim.
o St &1 STTel H Ueb el bl YT Feiell § 3R a8 ok & e gai e arg |
* Thereisserious trouble between him and someone else over who hasaright to the pool. A fight ensues.
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* Thefirstround endsinadraw.
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RAN]I had been less than a month in Rajpur when he discovered the pool in the forest. It was the height of summer, and his
school had not yet opened, and, having as yet made no friends in this semi-hill station, he wandered about a good deal by
himselfinto the hills and forests that stretched away interminably on all sides of the town. [t was hot, very hot, at that time
of the year, and Ranji walked about in his vest and shorts, his brown feet white with the chalky dust that flew up from the
ground. The earth was parched, the grass brown, the trees listless, hardly stirring, waiting for a cool wind or a refreshing
shower ofrain.
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It was on such a day — a hot, tired day — that Ranji found the pool in the forest. The water had a gentle translucency, and
you could see the smooth round pebbles at the bottom of the pool. A small stream emerged from a cluster of rocks to feed
the pool. During the monsoon, this stream would be a gushing torrent, cascading down from the hills, but during the
summer, itwas barely a trickle.

The rocks, however, held the waterin the pool, and itdid notdry up like the pools in the plains.
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When Ranji saw the pool, he did not hesitate to get into it. He had often gone swimming, alone or with friends, when he had
lived with his parents in a thirsty town in the middle of the Rajputana desert. There, he had known only sticky, muddy
pools, where buffaloes wallowed and women washed clothes. He had never seen a pool like this — so clean and cold and
inviting. He leaptinto the water. His limbs were supple, free of any fat, and his dark body glistened in patches of sunlit water.
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The next day he came again to quench his body in the cool waters of the forest pool. He was there for almostan hour sliding
in and out of the limpid green water, or lying stretched out on the smooth yellow rocks in the shade of broad-leaved sal
trees. [t was while he lay thus that he noticed another boy standing a little distance away, staring at him in a rather hostile
manner. The other boy was a little older than Ranji — taller, thickset, with a broad nose and thick, red lips. He had only just
noticed Ranji,and when Ranji did not say anything, the other called out, “Whatare you doing here, Mister?”
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Ranji, who was prepared to be friendly, was taken aback at the hostility of the other's tone.

“lam swimming,” hereplied. “Why don'tyou join me?”

“lalways swim alone,” said the other. “This is my pool; I did notinvite you here.”

The stranger strode up to Ranji, who still sat on the rock and, planting his broad feet firmly on the sand, said (as though this
would settle the matter once and for all), “Don't you know I am a Warrior? [ do not take replies from villagers like you!”
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“Soyoulike to fight with villagers?” said Ranji. “Well, [am not a villager. | am a Fighter
“lamaWarrior!”

“lama Fighter!”

They had reached an impasse. One had said he was a Warrior, the other had proclaimed himself a Fighter. There was little
else that could be said.
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“You understand that [ am a Warrior?” said the stranger, feeling that perhaps this information had not penetrated Ranji's
head.

“I'have heard you sayitthree times,” replied Ranji.
“Then why are you not running away?”
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“Iam waiting for you to run away!”

“I'will have to beat you,” said the stranger, assuming a violent attitude, showing Ranji the palm of his hand.
“lam waiting to seeyoudoit,” said Ranji.

“Youwill see me doit,” said the other boy.
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Ranji waited. The other boy made a strange, hissing sound. They stared each other in the eye for almost a minute. Then the
Warrior slapped Ranji across the face with all the force he could muster. Ranji staggered, feeling quite dizzy. There were
thick red finger marks on his cheek.

TUTST A SANR 61| TR A8 A Teh 3foilg, [gHig s dl SHTars &l | 351+ T U U i dh U guk &1 311 U g
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“There youare!” exclaimed his assailant. “Will you be off now?”

For answer, Ranji swunghisarm up and pushed a hard, bony fistinto the other's face.

And then they were at each other's throats, swaying on the rock, tumbling on to the sand, rolling over and over, their legs
and arms locked in a desperate, violent struggle. Gasping and cursing, clawing and slapping, they rolled into the shallows of
the pool.
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Even in the water the fight continued as, spluttering and covered with mud, they groped for each other's head and throat.
But after five minutes of frenzied, unscientific struggle, neither boy had emerged victorious. Their bodies heaving with
exhaustion, they stood back from each other, making tremendous efforts to speak.

“Now —now do yourealise — lam a Warrior?” gasped the stranger.

“Doyou know 1 am a Fighter?” said Ranji with difficulty.

geids i urt § l ders ol 28], aaSId gU IR 1S W & gU ST Ush ¥R & R 3R 7T 1 ush & foran| e uiw
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They gave a moment's consideration to each other's answers and, in that moment of silence, there was only their heavy
breathingand the rapid beating of their hearts.

“Then youwill notleave the pool?” said the warrior.

“Iwill notleaveit,” said Ranji.

361 TH-gIR & 16 IR TP Udl dF [GaR fham 3R, T & 39 &0 H, Hadl 37! dol-aol i o 3R 3% fGai &1 aof
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“Then we shall have to continue the fight,” said the other.

“All right,” said Ranji.

Butneither boy moved, neither took the initiative.

The warrior had aninspiration.

“We will continue the fight tomorrow,” he said. “If you dare to come here again tomorrow, we will continue this fight, and I
will not show you mercy as  have done today.”

SR A FHgl, " g8 AeTs IR X1 g I
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“I'will come tomorrow,” said Ranji. “I will be ready for you.”
They turned from each other then and, going to their respective rocks, put on their clothes, and left the forest by different
routes.
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11
Next day the two claimants face each other across the pool.
They throw challenges and counter-challenges at each other.
Thebestsolution, they realise, lies notinfighting each other but fighting together for something.

AT G Gl GeR YA H U QR ST AT ¢ |
3 3R TS g B Tl AR Sare gfaai S 8 |
AEYHHRA ¢ o TaH BT AT, Ueh GER J e B ol afewh fordl e & fau U Ay e~ # g |

When Ranji got home, he found it difficult to explain the cuts and bruises that showed on his face, leg and arms. It was
difficult to conceal the fact that he had been in an unusually violent fight, and his mother insisted on his staying at home for
the rest of the day. That evening, though, he slipped out of the house and went to the bazaar, where he found comfort and
solace in a bottle of vividly coloured lemonade and a banana leaf full ofhot, sweet jalebis. He had just finished the lemonade
when he saw his adversary coming down the road. His first impulse was to turn away and look elsewhere, his second to
throw the lemonade bottle at his enemy. But he did neither of these things. Instead, he stood his ground and scowled at his
passing adversary. And the warrior said nothing either but scowled back with equal ferocity.

ST IUTS OR TR 3 310 IeY, UR SR d161 R & e 3R Tie & (21 1 G 4iShd 8 76T 41| 9 9% &1 gurl
Afewa U1 {6 a8 S U 3 fue ders oS T U1 iR ST AT A s g 7 & Rt R R w ek fean sa=m,
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AfH 3T 379 q oo Wt 8T fopan | S ST, I8 31U RIH IR WSTRET 3R ToRkd gU 3o faridd ol iy + =3 3 3
MR TG A TS e e, Afth = THH BT 1Y IO h1e WA e T |

The next day was as hot as the previous one. Ranji felt weak and lazy and not at all eager for a fight. His body was stiff and
sore after the previous day's encounter. But he could not refuse the challenge. Not to turn up at the pool would be an
acknowledgement of defeat. From the way he felt just then he knew he would be beaten in another fight. But he could not
acquiesce in his own defeat. He must defy his enemy to the last, or outwit him, for only then could he gain his respect. If he
surrendered now, he would be beaten for all time; but to fight and be beaten today left him free to fight and be beaten again.
Aslongashe fought, he had arightto the poolin the forest.

et ot forst o foramm & v it 1 Yursht oot iRt 1R 31Te Head 81 6T 4T 3R a8 STs & oY fiepd Se gl Ul
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T8 UgaA &1 31U SR WHR FHRAT 51T | For R ¥ 98 HeT™ H3 X681 U, 99 a8 S1dT U1 fh 98 U SR TeTs H gR S|
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He was half hoping that the warrior would have forgotten the challenge, but these hopes were dashed when he saw his
opponent sitting, stripped to the waist, on a rock on the other side of the pool. The warrior was rubbing oil on his body. He
saw Ranjibeneath the sal trees, and called a challenge across the waters of the pool.

“Come over on this side and fight!” he shouted.

I8 et IR HR G U1 IS g1 AN Y Y@ T SR, A1 SR eRTRI BT T8 5T 39 30 Wfaig gl 1 gl & gert
TR TP T IR 98 G0l fore! HR d g et 2ff | TIGT 3107 IRR TR el TS TeT 1| I7 0Tl ! I1d & U &b 12l
ST, 3R Yl & UT o gl R S AT al|

But Ranji was not going to submit to any conditions laid down by his opponent.
“Come thisside and fight!” he shouted back with equal vigour.
“Swim across and fight me here!” called the other. “Or perhaps you cannot swim the length of this pool?”

Qe Tursit oA ufag e g Fuffea forsdt o <rd s e Ay arem
T8 SRISR ST P 1Y qTUY FeIeet T, "S55 R 313t 3R s
TR A FHE], "R B gl N3N R I Tgi el a1 IS gH 59 Ud B dials deb o el gabad? "

But Ranji could have swum the length of the pool a dozen times without tiring, and here he would show the warrior his
superiority. So, slipping out of his vest, he dived straight into the water, cutting through it like a knife, and surfaced with
hardly a splash. The warrior's mouth hung open inamazement.

“You candive!” he exclaimed.

AfpT uroR 7 U ot TR T Yo R R Y &1 1T UR R Ghall UT, 3R U981 98 TGl 1 30+t Ay i@ a, s
S e BR, 3 e ot & gaw! @, U Y Ud a1 Bt aRe 9Rd gU, 3R U Wi B10 & fa T SR o | digt
F14g [ o gareg Tl
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“Itis easy,” said Ranji, treading water, waiting for a further challenge. “Can't you dive?”
“No,” said the other. “ jump straight in. Butif you will tell me how, | will make a dive.”
“Itis easy,” said Ranji. “Stand on the rock, stretch your arms outand allow your head to displace your feet.”

ROTSlt, U 3R I o1 SaSTR Rl §U UTH B OR 0 e i, a8 ST & | "o Tl =T v ebal?”
SR A HE], el | T WY 3R GG ofdl § AfdhT 3R GH Tl IaTsiiTl {dh I8 ol 51T, B T T e 1
TSl S BT, T SR g 7 "IST UR WS &1 ST, 30 STl bl tharsil 3R 30 RR I o IR &1 fammfa s al|

The warrior stood up, stiff and straight, stretched out his arms, and threw himselfinto the water. He landed flat on his belly,
with a crash thatsent the birds screaming out of the trees.

Ranjidissolved into laughter.

“Are you trying to empty the pool?” he asked, as the warrior came to the surface, spouting water like a small whale.

TIgI BT 3R T T ST G, 3T a6l ! e, 3R Ut H ST a7 &F | 98 S & W1y Ue & g gure {TR7, 599 vaft
[ESSREESISEERY

RUEIICRICRIERESIT

I BT, T JH Yl W - P BRI B Ig 817" TG T8 TR T, SR TS BT R P Hg Y UM TR |

“Wasn'titgood?” asked the boy, evidently proud of his feat.

“Notvery good,” said Ranji. “You should have more practice. See, [ will doitagain.”

And pulling himselfup on arock, he executed another perfectdive. The other boy waited for him to come up, but, swimming
under water, Ranji circled him and came upon him from behind.

TS A U ITATRI TR T Hd §U YD, "FT1IE 3T gl U1?”

<UTST = BT, 'TEd ST el 6 17 "qhe 3R S N g1 et | 4&, H g R g e |

3R TS TEH IR AGHR, 3T U 3R AR T T | TIRT ASHT I 3 BT SR B3 g1 4T, Afee, It H - v
BT, 0TST A DT T AT 3R YT T 3B SUR AT

“Howdid you do that?” asked the astonished youth.
“Can'tyouswim under water?” asked Ranji.

Tfohd gaT = Y1, "qHA T o fama?
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“No, butlwilltryit.”

The warrior made a tremendous effort to plunge to the bottom of the pool and indeed he thought he had gone right down,
though his bottom, like a duck's, remained above surface.

Ranji, however, did notdiscourage him.

"Tgl, <ifch & S D ITAA BT |

TIGT = Y &1 dg db Gad! AT &1 Udh oleRewd YA [l 3R arad & 39+ A1 o ag w9 | e Ia1 747 T, gTaifes
I et T, U 9 &1 X, s § SHUR S|

UGt < gTelifes 3 galcTigd Tal b |

“Itwasnotbad,” he said. “Butyouneed alotof practice.”

“Will you teach me?” asked his enemy.

“Ifyoulike, I will teach you.”

“Youmust teach me. If you do not teach me, [ will beat you. Will you come here every day and teach me?”

I HEL, T RITE! UT1” "B TR S B g oeRa g l”

I GRE-T A U, "R gH g3 Rarsiie”

oy g, A A R R

T o RIGMT SR SR GH ol To! RIarsii dl 8 greR fUers ot | o1 gH et g et STl ofR 1l sl

“Ifyoulike,” said Ranji. They had pulled themselves out of the water, and were sitting side by side on a smooth grey rock.
“Mynameis Suraj,” said the warrior. “Whatis yours?”

“Itis Ranji.”

ST < BT, SR IR UNE ¢ | 361 Qe I UTHT A aTex fHiaTet for T, 3iR U faa 1 9aid M & S uR TY-Tiy 98 |
digT A Fel, IR PRl 8 | "TERIFATAH 8?"

"ERTATH 0TS 61"

“lam strong, am I not?” asked Suraj, bending his arm so thataball of muscle stood up stretching the white ofhis flesh.”
“You are strong,” said Ranji. “You are areal pahelwan.”
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“One day [ will be the world's champion wrestler,” said Suraj, slapping his thighs, which shook with the impact of his hand.
He looked critically at Ranji's hard, thin body. “You are quite strong yourself,” he conceded. “But you are too bony. [ know,
you people do not eat enough. You must come and have your food with me. I drink one seer of milk every day. We have got
our own cow! Be my friend, and I will make you a pahelwan like me! I know — if you teach me to dive and swim underwater,
I will make you a pahelwan! That is fair, isn'tit?”

RO! A SYT STE IR YIS AR §U gl U o H fasy &1 <t ugaa a1, S 39 81 & UHTd 9 fRa 712 | 39+ Xursit
& Bfe, T TRR &1 TR T2 M| I WibR a1, "qH 0 319 H HT6! Aolgd 8 | "3fe grer! gfear foems &
TS 8 | H SIaT §, g AT Tt Lo Tet B 811 e 33 3R TR T1Y 391 1o &3t | H 2R 3 U R gy far g1 gAR
T SO T 81 TR SR &1, 3TR B G 30 ST Ueh Ug T &1 oill! 491 Ul © - fS gF Tt 71l a1 3R Urit 3 =
R a3, A B i Ueh UgadH ST & Ug 3fea g, g 12

“Thatis fair!” said Ranji, though he doubted if he was getting the better of the exchange.
Suraj put hisarm around the younger boy and said, “We are friends now, yes?
Theylooked at each other with honest, unflinching eyes, and in that momentlove and understanding were born.

ST < gl g SR g1 gTatiies 39 U U s R SU I W o dgcaR A e |
TSI B TSP b R 3R 3T BT TWT 3R HeT, S gH R &, 817"
IBH T IR D1 IR SAFGR, Afead i@l & Y T, 3R 39 U0 H TR 3R T ST o9 g3

“We are friends,” said Ranji.

The birds had settled again in their branches, and the pool was quiet and limpid in the shade of the sal trees.
“Itis our pool,” said Suraj. “Nobody else can come here without our permission. Who would dare?”

“Who would dare?” said Ranji, smiling with the knowledge that he had won the day.

ST - BT, A GRA 6 I

Teft forR & 3ot 2rRarafi oR o6 7Y 2, 3R Yo T o US| bt ST H Xid 3R WS T
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