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It So Happened...
(English to Hindi Translation)

|
¢ Anhonestboyisonhiswaytoschool carrying money in his pocket to pay the school fees.

o TUHSHMGR ASHI WA B! B BT YT B b [0 T o H I T WG T8 |
¢ Thesightofcrisp, syrupy jalebis in the market excites him and the coins in his pocketbegin to jingle.
o TEIRAGRG, I W ! BT T2 S IO BT § 3R ST oie H Rideh @ T & |

* Afteralongdebate with himself, he yields to the sweet temptation.

- Ge P IY TS Al 989 & a1g, 3T Hiar a1 & ey y— S g1 ar g |

IT happened many years ago. [ was in the fifth standard at the government school, Kambelpur, now called Atak. One day, |
went to school with four rupees in my pocket to pay the school fees and the fund. When I got there I found that the teacher
who collected the fees, Master Ghulam Mohammed, was on leave and so the fees would be collected the next day. All
through the day the coins simply satin my pocket, butonce school got over and I was outside, they began to speak.

T F3 A1 Tgd 371 4T H SRR, o 3§ Ued Bl olldl g, b IRBRI Whd 1 Uiad! Hal H T | U6 o, H Tpa &1 By
3R 58 T YT B b o7 0=t ofg 7 IR SUY A= X 14T | 5T H g8t ugan al 4 urd o By STAr & 3T fRrers,
OReR A HIgHTE, §e) IR U SR Ui i 3ATa &= St &t Simeeht | O fom weft e T S & o § o6 X%, Afe
O B B FLIEITTE SR H e’ YT, d @b ol |

Allright. Coins don't talk. They jingle or go khanak-khanak. But ['m telling you, that day they actually spoke! One coin said,
“What are you thinking about? Those fresh, hot jalebis coming out of the kadhao in the shop over there, they're not coming
out for nothing. Jalebis are meant to be eaten and only those with money in their pocket can eat them, And money isn't for
nothing. Money is meant to be spentand only they spend it, who like jalebis.”

“Look here, you four rupees, I said to them. [ am a good boy. Don't misguide me or it won't be good for you. I get so much at
home that I consider even looking at something in the bazaar a sin. Besides, you are my fees and fund money. If [ spend you
today, then how shall I show my face to Master Ghulam Mohammed in school tomorrow and after that to Allah miyan at
Qayamat? You probably don't know it but when Master Ghulam Mohammed gets angry and makes you stand on the bench,
he simply forgets to let you sit till the last bell rings. So it's best you stop chewing at my ears like this and let me go home
straight.”

faopd 3l | s o1d T8l a1 3 TOId § U1 WH-T1P B & | AT 7 3HTTh! §dT1 381 §, 39 &1 3 arcda & et T
fR¥yas = FeT, g [T IR T Tia @ g 981 g | Sers I 18R 311 ! d droll, 7TH STatel, J dbR T a1gR e 31 8 €
Safeai @ & e iR pad agl arT 3 WTUHd 6 (o] olg H 04 5, SR ST IBR 7o ¢ | O91 T B3 & ferg gral
2 AR BT I AT T PR &, Sl STerell g dRa g 17

A 3T FeT, "Iet o, JH IR 30 | B U 33T A8 § | T SRITarsi Td aRA1 98 TR o 31T 76l R | §3 TR R
A $ i g oo T aromR o fpeft e &t SR S it ury IerT 8 1 39 Sfamar, g4 B i iR e & 0R gl oFR |
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TS I T BT B, <l R e | THd B AR T[ATH HIgHE BT 3R ISP 1 HAHd H Sicarg fEri &1 o1 g1 o4
T e SIS I8 Ul -1l €, Ao wia HReR {[aT HigHe TR 1 il § 3fR Ife Sa IR WeT & ¢d 6, a9 a8 Sffadt
I ToI b IR SSTFT YA & | 1 I8 TaY 351§ [ T ST aRg M BH IqHT 8 A SR G FA RIS |

The coins disliked what I'd said so much that all of them began to speak at the same time. There was such a clamour that
passersby in the bazaar stared, eyes wide with surprise, at me and my pocket. The coin of those days, the wretched thing,
made so much more noise too! Finally,in a panic, I grabbed all four of them and held them tightin my fist and then they were
silent.

g & BRI a1 g1 ATaEE o fob 37 T A U 1Y S Y= o (T | 98T TR o7 fob SR & g iR 8 sfiR
STDIIRD YA & 1Y 3R BT HR IR ol | 37 &1 D1 Riah1, T7g9 a1a, Sa-1 e ARt avd 31 3id H, T gg2a
H, 7 379 IRl ®l uers for SR 38 Sl g1 A g R Sidh s for iR R a gu 4|

After taking a few steps, | loosened my grip. Immediately, the oldest coin said, “Here we are trying to tell you something for
your own good and you try to strangle us instead. Tell me honestly now, don't you feel like eating those hot, hotjalebis? And
then, if you do end up spending us for today, won't you get the scholarship money tomorrow? Sweets with the fees money,
fees with the scholarship money. End of story! Kissa khatam, paisa hazam.”

What you're saying isn't right, I replied, but it isn't that wrong either. Listen. Stop blabbering and let me think. I am not a
common sortofboy. Butthen, thesejalebis are no common sortofjalebis either. They're crisp, fresh and full of sweet syrup.

FS HEH A §¢ & a1 H (U= U g dlelt o ot | T8 QR Riah A qRd H87, "T81 g0 T TR ¥a & o $8 aam
&1 BRI BTG 6 IR ToIT SHD AT GART TS Gie &1 HIRIRT B | 3F SHFCRT o Jol Sarsil, T RT3 T, T
ST} &1 T BT A ol BR 17 3R R, Af ST qH EH @d R &l Bl T el gFe S & 09 gl e 2 B &
T eTs, Bagi & U S I | it ot 3fd! forean @, T g |

HA 8], JH S H8 I8 8l Yo ol 8, i1 I8 a1 HI TeTd 51 8 | YAl | Sohaieh &G ) 3R H3) T al | 7 Tep 3HTH IRE 1
TSHI T8I & | Al R, e P13 SMATRE BT oToia Tal & | d HRP, Ao HRAS I WA ge 2 |

My mouth watered, but I wasn'tabout to be sweptaway so easily. In school  was among the most promising students. In the
fourth standard exams, | had even won a scholarship of four rupees a month. Besides, [ came from a particularly well-to-do
family, so I enjoyed considerable prestige.I'd never once been beaten so far. On the contrary, Masterji had got me to beat the
other boys. For a child of such status, standing there in the middle of the bazaar eating jalebis? No. [t wasn't right, I decided.
I clenched the rupiyasin my fistand came home.

R e A urt 31, S Hgd-T ST @ 98 S e el U7 | Th e 7 H 9ad §IeR OF H 3 U o7l arft wen at udten
A, 7 TR Tu8 ufoATe &1 mghy o o oft | 3ues srarman, & ueh ufafya ular @ omar o, Y i St ufast o | 3t s aw
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U SR Hi fers et g8 ot | IR 39 i, Are<sl 3 43 R died| &1 fUers & & g et o1 T ufargr el v 5=
& fore, SR & dia H 98T IS gl waa @2 a1 | 98 Tat et AT, § Syyar forar | B9 vl &t oo g5t A gamn iR R
TR

The coins were so keen on being spent that day, they kept up their attempts at persuasion till their voices began to choke.
When [ reached home and sat on the bed, they began to speak. | went inside to have lunch, they began to shriek. Thoroughly
fed up, Irushed out of the house barefoot and ran towards the bazaar. Terrified I was, but quickly I told the halwai to weigh a
whole rupee worth of jalebis. His astonished look seemed to be asking where | had the handcart in which [ would carry all
those jalebis. Those were inexpensive times. One rupee fetched more than twenty rupees does nowadays. The halwai
opened up awhole newspaper and heaped a pile of jalebis onit.

g 3T fo W fpu o & e sa 1 3 & %, A g M & e e e TRy 7l T8 O1a b b Sapt SHTaTST &1 g1t
E TR BT | o7d o OR UE T SR 98 WR a3 T ol A Se @l | H SR &7 I - 3 for $igR el 71, A 361 dRg
I R e | gt avE R AT TR, H 1 Oia ool W R W JTeR e 3R SR St SR || H HeRT T o, At Sieat @
37 gerars & el b a8 [ Ueb UL Bl Siiell il & | b dfebdl B1d HIa UM U8 U 38 & fob 71 g Seft g ot Forerdl &
31 T STt &1 o ST | S THY HTHH 1 81 T U SUU H TS o o1 S0 I 31Tees |THI AT 17 T | gearg -
T IR 3RGTR [T 3R T R STl BT e i fe |

11
Aheap ofjalebis he eats, and shares them liberally with one and all.
Though penniless now, he feels no less important than a mob leader.
Thereal problem athand is payment of school fees on time.
Justas1was gathering up the heap, in the distance [ spotted our tonga. Chachajaan was returning from Court. I clutched the
jalebis to my chest and ran into a gali. When I reached a safe corner, [ began to devour the jalebis. I ate so many... so many
jalebisthatifanyone pressed my stomach a little, jalebis would have popped out of my ears and nostrils.

Sds & U @R 1 98 WIAT 8, R I SGRAdd Gl o W1y AN g |

BTciifeh 31a IHb UTH Uep Wi 1181 U1, 98 U 411 o Al HH HE YUl Hegd 81 Rl g |

T Y S T YA IR 6 &1 B &1 YA BT g |

O H SR DI SHET HR TG UT, B UTS g R AR A ST | I ie A aie 38 ¥ | §A Sraferdl ot gt STt © feruesrar
3R e el T YT TR | e H U QR S B g 71, B Soiell @1 Y% &1 | 39 a1 g a1 ot 3+ IR Siotel i
SR BIE TR Ue I dieT i gar e, arSTaal BR 1 SfR Y1 4 SR e ot |
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Very quickly, boys from the entire neighbourhood assembled in the gali. By that time I was so pleased with my stomach full
of jalebis that I got into the mood for some fun. I started handing out jalebis to the children around. Delighted they ran off,
jumping and screaming, into the galis. Soon a whole lot of other children appeared, probably having heard the good news
from the others. [ dashed to the halwai and bought one more rupee's worth ofjalebis, came back and stood on the chabutara
of one of the houses, liberally distributing jalebis to the children just like the Governor saheb used to distribute rice to the
poor and needy on Independence day. By now there was a huge mob of children around me. The beggars too launched an
assault! If children could be elected to the Assembly, my success would have been assured that day. Because one little signal
fram my jalebi-wielding hand and the mob would have been willing to kill and get killed for me. I bought jalebis for the
remaining two rupees as well and distributed them. Then [ washed my hands and mouth at the public tap and returned
home, putting on such an innocent face, as if  hadn't even seen the hint of a jalebi all my life. Jalebis I had gobbled up easily
enough, but digesting them became another matter. With every breath came a burp, and with every burp, the danger of
bringing out a jalebi or two — the fear was killing me. At night I had to eat my dinner as well. If | hadn't eaten I would have
been asked to explain why I did not want any food, and if [ had pretended illness the doctor would have been summoned
and ifthe doctor, after feeling my pulse, had declared, Munna has devoured a mound ofjalebis, I would simply die.

Igd STeg Y AT & TS el H 3abg 81 T ST THI TS | U WR SIoe @H A 3T g A [ A pu Al s g o o
T | T ST & S| o) ofaial o1l QR BR ol | GRIGIhR d pad IR FIeard guTierdl § U Y | Sieat 8 3= 1T & &l
g s oo, wmae gl § ot ek G R Y| F SoraTs o T aTod 71T 9T Ueb 3R U B Sfell TRIET, arod
TR Ueh TR & IR TR W31 81 7T, SGRATYd b Sl bl Sictal! [adid w3 el oIy g7 TTed W=l [Gaw R Teial
3R SRS $1 A9 fGaRd #Xd A1 3@ I T U gl &1 U ot ot | et = off o 3= foram srR 5=
faem Ty o forg g S T d A o 39 o A Iehetan Gifad g1 7S gicit | aifcs TR el sfe aTal §1U & U BIc 4 Hohd
Y +ts 1R 3R ARA & forg JuR 81 ot | &9 a1t o Sudl o i Sidte Wil 3k I e faan| fip 3 ardeie i W)
3T BTY 3R T 4T 3R O die AT, TH1 ARG <H8_1 &=, o fop 79 3ot udt foreht srotel) ot o off =18 < ami &
STAfaral & ST 8 @1 a7 T, A 38 U= U SR HTHE § 1471 81 0 & I1Y Uh SHR 3718, SN e SHR &
1Y, U T G SeTa! 3 q16R AT HT G- T AR 6T YT A I oI ST 7 BT @1 H GHT AT | SR A AT 51 @
BT O g3l U8 YA & o g1 ST {6 H2) W1 ol 8 a1fey T, 3R 3R &1 F1HR} 1 e far giar d siaex &l
T I 3R SR Slaex - HR} 7ool HE g H- &b §1G U0 1 g1, o ol = STetell 1 U et @1 fordm g, H &9 7R irelT |

The result was that all night I lay, coiled up like a jalebi, suffering a stomach ache. Thank God I didn't have to eat all four
rupees worth of jalebis by myself. Otherwise, as they say, when children speak, flowers shower from their mouths but I
would be the first child in the world with whose every word a crisp, fried jalebi would come out.

oo gE U1 fs A g A U Saidl &1 aRe Hed ARSR, U T ge & Iy del 36T | U ST & [ e I aR sud ge
B STl Ge el @ | 3y, ST b A BEd €, b o 5= dieid €, I §8 A Bd F1ed §, i H g § ugen s
BT TOTch B g ob 1Y Uh BRG], Tail G5 STersl| TR ST |
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Chidren don't have stomachs, they have digestion machines. My machine too kept working right through the night. In the
morning, just like any other day, [ washed my face and like a virtuous student, with chalk and slate in hand, I headed for
school. I knew [ would get the previous month's scholarship that day and once I'd paid the fees with thatamount, the jalebis
would be completely digested. But when I got to school, [ found out that the scholarship was going to be paid the following
month. My head started to spin. I felt as if | was standing on my head and could not get on to my feet again even if [ tried.
Master Ghulam Mohammed announced that the fees would be taken during the recess. When the recess bell rang, I tucked
my bag under my arm and left the school and simply followed my nose, walking on and on... [f no mountain or ocean blocked
my path, [ would have kept going till the earth ended and the sky began, and once I got there, I would say to Allah miyan.
“Just this once save me. Order a farishta to pass by and drop just four rupees in my pocket. [ promise [ will use them only to
pay my fees and not to eatjalebis.”

Tl & U UC 81 8, 37 UT UTe 0= & | B a=fi= o ot <ra e vl R8T | g o v foddt Wt s fea v avg, 39
ST TG 1T 3R Uk O B BT ave, BT T 1 3R Wie & 91y, & Wod o o I ugT | g udl o1 for g3 irea ngi &t
BEGRY 39 e e et iR Ueh R & I MRV B &1 YT &R T, Safadt I oRg © g S| afes o/ & Wd
U1, G2 UdT adl b STAgd &7 YT SFTa Tt g1 ara 4T | TR1 RR Thq @l | G e o & o RR & aa @sr ot
IR IR PHeeb +ff U TRY TR ST el B Yeball UT| HIRER T[TH HIGHIS - TIS0N &) fob HisHTasmer & SR Big ot
STt | e ISR &1 et aon, B 30 ST ) $O- STl A qaraT iR WA ¥ o T 3R 51 1ot 1eh ot RS &
AT T, I AL | ITS Pl URTS AT HETIRR TR IR Bl 386G A1 diardl H agi ad gaarigdl sig! gl THTe gl &
3R THT YR BIT 6, 3R U GR H 981 Ugd oI, 1T, | S1eag B ¥ S | "§9 I8 U 9R g9l 991 @ | U BiRed &1
Tg1 A oA 3R B Ofd T 99 IR I STe BT G < | H G Bl g fob H DT dhad BRI B 1 BT YT B o 1T
SR BT 3R ST @ & [ |

I couldn't reach the point where the earth ended, but definitely reached the point where the Kambelpur railway station
began. The elders had warned me never to cross the railway tracks. Fine. The elders had also warned me that one must
never eat sweets with one's fees money. How did this instruction escape my mind that day?  don't know.

T 3 W a9 8! Ugd b1, STei gt W gl €, Al 39 WM WR SRex Ugdl, S8l HIayR Yad W YR gl 4T
ol A g ST M YA TeRai IR A S &1 Iarai < ot | 3T 981 - g a ara ot 1 oft o et ol sl w6 09
At firers Aei @ anfen | g R Su fea iR feam @ &3 fed mar g et uar

11
Remorseful and scared, he prays to God for monetary help.

TYTTY 3R S H, 98 Hifee Hag & o Y S umrsarg |
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He makes matterslook normal but prays harder than ever.
The inevitable happens, though somewhere along the way he notices the divide between the fanciful and the factual.

I8 HIHS 1 I femrd 8 AfrT uga A el sifde s U g |
uRETI BT ?, BTaiifeh el X 1 a8 Ietf-ieh 3R OIS P dlg SR AfeF PATR |

There wasashade-giving tree beside the railway tracks. [ satunderitand wondered whether there could possibly be amore
unfortunate child than me in this world! When the coins had first created a racket in my pocket, the entire matter seemed so
simple and straightforward. Eatjalebis with the fees money and then pay the fees with the scholarship money. I thoughtthat
two and two added up to four and could never be five. How was I to know that sometimes it added up to five as well? Had I
known that I would get the scholarship the next month, I would have postponed my jalebi eating programme to the next
month aswell. Now for the crime of eating a few jalebis, for the first time in my life [ was absent from school, and crouching in
theshadeofatreeinadeserted corner oftherailway station. Sitting there under the tree, at first feltlike crying.

A4 ¢ & I © BT ¢ T U US ATl H I a9 a1 3R T8 e @ b 39 g - & o Iyad: g3 oifie
SHTIRITE o= B YbdT B! O gl = Ugell IR BR1 Ofd H dlangel FarT 4T, T HIH 31 3T 3R e & 38T T
B P U I Sl @3N 3R R SEgft» IR A B BT YT B0 1 HA T U1 fh &Y iR & g SR IR §1d & SR U=
FH TS S IFd § | I3 2 var gart o Hi-wht ug Jewmr ura it a7 ST € 2 3R 031 U g1 {36 T3 SFTel He g
frenl, 7 STetell @M & oo ST o1 Hl RIFTT B ST BIAT| 31a H Teral WM b SOR1Y & forw, 307 st 7 ugelt R
HHd q SURT T, AR YA TIH & U YAUH S § U U8 B ST H 9371 UT| U & -1 a8 doH, Uga 7 A4 Bt
TRe HegH foar|

Then I felt like laughing when it struck me that the tears | was shedding were not tears but drops of jalebi syrup. From the
jalebis my thoughts went to the fees, and from fees to Master Ghulam Mohammed's cane, and from his cane I thought of
God. I closed my eyes, and began to pray.

AR P9 €9 ST He gy forar o gt @ fo o Siig & o181 38T uT, 3 8 & afcss siael & T Bt ge off | sTaelt I W faar
B TR I T, 3R 1§ AReR T HIgHe &1 §d dd, 3R 36! ad 9 I UG & X H 9T | H 0T 31 &g &1,
SR YT HRAT = fopa

‘Allah miyan! I'm a very good boy. | have memorised the entire namaaz. [ even know the last ten surats of the Quran by heart.
If you wish, I can recite the entire ayat-al-kursi for you just now. The need of your devoted servant is only the fees money
that I ate the jalebis with... So all right, | admit I made a mistake. I didn't eat them all by myself, though I fed them to a whole
lot of children too, but yes, it was a mistake. If I'd known the scholarship money would be given next month, [ would neither
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have eaten them nor fed them to the others. Now you do one thing, just put four rupees in my bag. If there's a paisa more
than four ruppes 1 will be very displeased with you. I promise, if [ ever eat sweets with my fees money again, then let a
thief's punishment be my punishment. So, Allah miyan, just this once, help me out. There is no shortage of anything in your
treasury. Even our chaprasi takes a whole lot of money home every month, and Allahji, after all [ am the nephew of a big
officer. Won't you give me just four rupees?

+ T o & 95 d ST IS § | HF I AN I Ae fhar 8 | 7 fRa ¥ v & Sifom oo QRal & S g1 3fe s
a8, 7 3rvt- 3t 3o Ot SrTd- - Sl AT Hh e § | 31U JAT b= 1 Sevd dhd el W1 o U & o Jf STatait @t
.. A Sl 8, H A g fob 89 U et b & | 59 A IR g el WTs, gTiifoh 39 o1 el ol +ft Raretran, afdb1 81, ag Up
T 2t | SR T Ul BT o STgi & U ST Hel+ (G ST, T 8 = af 3719 W11 81T 3R 7 61 GuRi &1 FRIamn grdn|
3 HTY Ueh HTH BT, 59 IR $YY TR 971 7 ST IfOTY | 3R 81 TR $UT W Teh O o 1f¥e ghmat & S 9gd ARTe
B SIS | & ATeT BT §, 3R 7 St ol i 3 0 3 fihr | fraTs ra €, ot o= St el Uap IR & &) el € agt
TS gl o, 3reae i, 99 39 R, B Hag o1 | 3 Jo | foselt ot <fiet Y 1S vt =1t 8 | Tt b o gaR ot
MR IS TEd IR T W AT &, 3R Heciiesh, SMRERPR H T 53 ISR BT Hllol § | 71 37 I 99 TR TUY el
am

After the prayer 1 offered namaaz, recited ten surats, ayat-alkursi, kalma-e-tayyab, in fact everything that [ remembered.
ThenIblew over my bag saying Choo. Then, after saying bismillah, I realised that what they said was only too true — no one
can erase what fate has decreed. Forget four rupees, there weren't even four paise in my bag. Just a few textbooks and
notebooks. One pencil. One sharpener. One Id card my Mamu had sent me last Id.

U1 & 916 T THTS 311 BT, & R, ST - 376 Hu, HeTHI-U-d e 1 UTS b, IRdd 8 98 6 $© ol o1 I16 7| a9
A U TR @ e B b AR | O, [afreae wed & a1e, 37 Heqd a1 fh 3511 ot He1de had 9gd ¥ Ul- Sl
1t Y & ford 1 Tt fireT TordT | IR T 4d oey, TR S 8 IR O ot 18 8| o9 $© Ureaqias 3R Aegs ff | i
ORI | U AMUR | T SMTS Sl PTs ol IR AT A g9 Ul $g TR e T

| feltlike crying as loudly as I could, but then I remembered that school must have ended and the children must be on their
way home. Tired and defeated, I got up from there and walked to the bazaar and waited for the school bell to ring, so that
when the children came out I too would walk home with them as if had come straight from school.

TRT T SR SR A BT 87 U1, A R g1 are, 31t s Soa B g2t 81 718 81T SfR S 31U ER ST 38 §iHT | YT gt
3R BRI 3N, H 98T ¥ I3T 3R TSR T 747 3R Th el Pl €t P §oi bl SASIR B @1, Nfch ofe e §1e MY ot 7 off
ITh Y TR I OIS, o [ 1 1 T d I ST T |
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I didn't even realise that [ was standing near the jalebiwala's shop. Suddenly, the halwai called out, “Kyon bhai, shall [ weigh
arupee'sworth? Don'twantjalebis today?”

I feltlike saying I won'teatyour jalebis today but, I'd sure like to roast your liver and eat that instead. But1wasn't feeling too
well thatday, so I simply moved away.

3 g8 Siere H 18T o1 i T STeefiarel & Ui @S1 § | 3aHidh gadTs - gardl, i HIs, R H U $UD &1 diid &1 dld o
3T STerelt Tg Anfger

T T o 3 & g T § b ot T Simue STatelt 78T W, dfdT soid 59 § Fiffd R oR 3mush SR &1 YA ax
WIS ABTH I & =T I g 181 B 671 YT, SHITY H 98 g I 14|

The next day I did the same thing. I got dressed and left home, went up to the school gate and then turned off to the railway
station. Under the same tree [ satand began to say the same prayers. | repeatedly pleaded, Allah miyan! Atleast give it to me
today. Today is the second day.

Then I said, “All right come, let's play a game. [ will go from here to that signal. You secretly place four rupees under this big
rock. I will touch the signal and come back. What fun it will be if [ pick up the rock and find four rupees underneath! So, are
youready? I am going towards the signal. One-two-three.”

3T & A7 agt oo foram | Hf R 81 7T 3R WR ¥ e d T, Tpd Tie dds T 3R fh Yeid RRH &1 3R ga fear 7 3
U & 1 96 7T 3R T&1 g3 el @l | B SR-9R fHa e foban, srearg il sn S HH sraT gei ¢ &l | 3 gaRT feA 8 |
TIHA a1, "SI &, T Uh W Ward & | H g1 9 39 i dab ST | 30 g0 9 39 S8 g & - IR 39 @ &A1 &
R7a &1 YA AT 311 S | a1 TS ST ofd § 95 Bl ISIST IR e IR 0 foretd | <, 3 sy daR g7 &
AT SRS TH-qI-<dH1”

I went up to the signal and returned, smiling. But I could not find the courage to pick up the rock. What if the coins were not
there? But then, [ thought, whatifthey were?

Finally after saying bismillah, when I lifted up the rock, this big hairy worm got up, and curling and twisting wriggled
towards me. I screamed and ran away and once again touched the signal. Then, crawling on my hands and knees, [ reached
the tree. I tried my best not to let my eyes stray towards the rock. But as I picked up my bag and was about to leave, | had to
look once again at the rock, and do you know what I saw there? I saw Mr Worm coiled on it comfortably, staring at me

H e 9% T SR GG gU AT | B B ag M dl 33T I Iy To| B2 Tab] | FITBI AR G61 [hdd Ta! oiil 2
o5, 7 T, R SAR A dgi g7

3 H fSfRTeeTe g & 918, Ofd §1 95 &1 Io[T, Ud S J1a! aTell 181 337, 3R FHHR 3R TSHR IR 3R TR ol
i fereaman Sfik T T 3R U aR fOhr Rva o1 gt | iR, 3o g1t 3R Yol IR ¥Td g4, H US o Ugd 7T | 5 3ot Ot
DI TR 3G TEM BT 3R 7 ST | T oIk B H U1 ST 33T 3R S a1 T, g5 U &R (R IgT Bl gaHTl
TT, 3R T AT S & o B agt o Sam? H SRt S 18730 IR STRTH ¥ H8 el TR 6 967 AT 3R T3 9R TeT T |
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B Jalebis

It So Happened...

(English to Hindi Translation)

I walked away thinking, tomorrow [ will do wazu, wear clean clothes and come here. From morning to noon [ will keep
reading the namaaz. If, even after that, Allah doesn't give me four rupees, I will be forced to learn how to strike bargains or
make deals with Him. After all, if my Allah does not give me my four rupees then who will? That day, when I returned home,
apparently from school and actually from the railway station, [ was caught. The report of my absence had reached home.
It's useless to relate what happened after that.

T g Ardd §U IS 7T, & H a9 ST, 9T HUS UG- 3R Tg1 3T | 8 ¥ G IUeR adb H AT Uegdl g | afe 39
a1g ff 3reee g2 IR FUT T S, df H S 1Y Hie HIg PR 3R TiaT Bl @A & o AsTeR 81 i | 3fRReER,
SR TR e Gof TR AR 0 81 S dl bl o7 39 fe, o H oR dlel, feR dR IR Wb d o 3R arad 3 ¥ad ©xH 9, §
ST T | B} Ui &t RO TR uga 718 ot | 59 918 ol $© g3iT, ST Y lid SamT shR g |

Well, whatever happened, happened. But up to the seventh or eighth standard [ kept wondering, if Allah miyan had sent me
four rupees that day, what harm could it have possibly caused anyone? It was only later that I came to the conclusion thatif
Allah miyan were to provide all for the asking, then man would, even today, be living in nests like vultures and crows and
would not havelearnt the art of making jalebis!

WR, S e v gan, goim| Afeea Irddt ar sadl e ae H Hiadi 8T, 3R sfeere i g8 39 fad, TR 30l 9w 3d d 3ud
a5t 1 Waa: 1 THHT 51 Tl UT? I8 Had a1g H g3 U1 fdb 1 39 syl WR 311 {35 3R Sreeie R A Rue o6
S, M e, st ff, FIgT iR idl b1 oRe aiaell & Xed iR STalel 999 &1 et Ta ] it gt !

AHMED NADEEM QASMI

3GHG T HIRIH

(translated from the Urdu by SUFTYA PATHAN)

(FPTTTSH ERTIG H S7fd)
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