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4 Bepin Choudhury’s Lapse of Memory

Honeydew
(English to Hindi Translation)
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Do you have agood memory? Has your memory ever played any tricks on you?
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Forgetfulness often puts you in a tight spot. But forgetting a part of your life completely may drive you crazy. In this
story, Bepin Babu goes nearly crazy because he cannot recollect his stay at Ranchi. He has never been to Ranchi, he
insists, though there are many witnesses to the contrary. What is the suspense all about?
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Every Monday, on his way back from work, Bepin Choudhury would drop in at Kalicharan's in New Market to buy
books. Crime stories, ghost stories and thrillers. He had to buy at least five at a time to last him through the week. He
lived alone, was not a good mixer, had few friends, and didn't like spending time in idle chat. Today, at Kalicharan's,
Bepin Babu had the feeling that someone was observing him from close quarters. He turned round and found himself
looking ataround faced, meeklooking man who now broke into a smile.
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“Idon'tsuppose yourecognise me.”

“Have we metbefore?” asked Bepin Babu.

The man looked greatly surprised. “We met every day for a whole week. I arranged for a car to take you to the Hudroo
falls.In 1958. In Ranchi. My name is Parimal Ghose.”
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“Ranchi?”

Now Bepin Babu realised that it was not he but this man who was making a mistake. Bepin Babu had never been to
Ranchi. He had been at the point of going several times, but never made it. He smiled and said, “Do you know who |
am?”
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The manraised his eyebrows, bit his tongue and said, “Do [ know you? Who doesn't know Bepin Choudhury?”
Bepin Babu now turned towards the bookshelves and said, “Still you're making a mistake. One often does. I've never
beento Ranchi.”
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The man now laughed aloud.

“What are you saying, Mr Choudhury? You had a fallin Hudroo and cut your right knee. I brought youiodine. [ had fixed
up a car for you to go to Netarhat the next day, but you couldn't because of the pain in the knee. Can't you recall
anything? Someone else you know was also in Ranchi at that time. Mr Dinesh Mukerji. You stayed in a bungalow. You
said you didn't like hotel food and would prefer to have your meals cooked by a bawarchi. Mr Mukerji stayed with his
sister. You had a big argument about the moon landing, remember? I'll tell you more: you always carried a bag with

your booksin it on your sight-seeing trips. Am I right or not?”*
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Bepin Babu spoke quietly, his eyes still on the books.
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“Which monthin'58 are you talking about?”
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The man said, “October”

e = T, TR

“No, sir,” said Bepin Babu. “I spent Pujain 58 with a friend in Kanpur. You're making a mistake. Good day.”
e =T A e, &, W' H 58 W ek S & W1 Y H ST shi| 319 Tewdl R R B | THEHN|
Butthe man didn't go, nor did he stop talking.
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“Very strange. One evening [ had tea with you in a veranda of your bungalow. You spoke about your family. You said you
had no children, and that you had lost your wife ten years ago. Your only brother had died insane, which is why you
didn'twant to visit the mental hospital in Ranchi...”
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When Bepin Babu had paid for the books and was leaving the shop, the man was still looking at him in utter disbelief.
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Bepin Babu's car was safely parked in Bertram Street by the Lighthouse Cinema. He told the driver as he got into the
car, “Just drive by the Ganga, will you, Sitaram.” Driving up the Strand Road, Bepin Babu regretted having paid so much
attention to the intruder. He had never been to Ranchi—no question about it. It was inconceivable that he should
forget such an incident which took place only six or seven years ago. He had an excellent memory. Unless — Bepin
Babu'shead reeled.
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Was he losing his mind? But how could that be? He was working daily in his office. It was a big firm, and he was doinga
responsible job. He wasn't aware of anything ever going seriously wrong. Only today he spoke for half an hour at an
important meeting. And yet...
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And yet the man knew a great deal about him. How? He even seemed to know some intimate details. The bag of books,
wife's death, brother's insanity... The only mistake was about his having gone to Ranchi. Not a mistake; a deliberate lie.
In'58, during the Pujas, he was in Kanpur at his friend Haridas Bagchi's place. All Bepin Babu had to do was write to—
no, there was no way of writing to Haridas. Bepin Babu suddenly remembered that Haridas had left with his wife for
Japan some weeks ago, and he didn't have his address.
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But where was the need for proof? He himself was fully aware that he hadn't been to Ranchi — and that was that.
Theriver breeze was bracing, and yeta slight discomfortlingered in Bepin Babu's mind.

Around Hastings, Bepin Babu decided to roll up his trousers and take alook at his right knee.

There was the mark ofan old inch-long cut. [t was impossible to tell when the injury had occurred.

Had he never had afall asaboy and cuthis knee? He tried to recall such an incident, but couldn't.
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Then Bepin Babu suddenly thought of Dinesh Mukerji. The man had said that Dinesh was in Ranchi at the same time.
The best thing surely would be to ask him. He lived quite near— in Beninandan Street. What about going right now?
But then, if he had really never been to Ranchi, what would Dinesh think if Bepin Babu asked for a confirmation? He
would probably conclude Bepin Babu was going nuts. No; it would be ridiculous to ask him.
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And he knew how ruthless Dinesh's sarcasm could be.
Sipping a cold drink in his air-conditioned living room, Bepin Babu felt at ease again. Such a nuisance! Just because
they have nothing else to do, they go about getting into other people's hair.
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After dinner, snuggling in bed with one of the new thrillers, Bepin Babu forgotall about the man in New Market.

Next day, in the office, Bepin Babu noticed that with every passing hour, the previous day's encounter was occupying
more and more of his mind. If the man knew so much about Bepin Babu, how could he make such a mistake about the
Ranchi trip?
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Just before lunch Bepin Babu decided to ring up Dinesh Mukerji. It was better to settle the question over the phone; at
leastthe embarrassmenton his face wouldn't show.
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Two-Three-Five-Six-One-Six. Bepin Babu dialled the number.
“Hallo.”

“Isthat Dinesh? This is Bepin here.”

“Well, well —what's the news?”

J-di-ara- 8- TE-se| faft arq = T faemn
uéalnn
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“Ijustwanted to find outif yourecalled anincident which took placein '58.

“58? Whatincident?”

“Were you in Calcuttarightthrough thatyear? That's the first thing I've got to know.”
“Waitjustaminute...'58...justlet me checkin my diary.”

‘¥ T T 1 ST =Ted o TR SR STueht 58 W gE hig s A el
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For a minute there was silence. Bepin Babu could feel that his heartbeathad gone up. He was sweating a little.
“Hallo.”

“Yes.”

“I've gotit.I'dbeen outtwice.”

“Where?”
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“Once in February—nearby—to Krishnanagar to a nephew's wedding. And then... but you'd know about this one. The
trip to Ranchi. You were there too. That's all. But what's all this sleuthing about?”
“No.ljustwanted to — anyway, thanks.”

‘el o Ush T-E €1-Tsh 919 b1 M1 H ORI 3R .. Al 319eh! 38 SR o ot 8| =t =61 4171 319 o
& 9 T A B AR gt g R R A @7
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Bepin Babu slammed the receiver down and gripped his head with his hands. He felt his head swimming. A chill
seemed to spread over his body. There were sandwiches in his tiffin box, but he didn't eat them. He had lost his
appetite.
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After lunch-time, Bepin Babu realised that he couldn't possibly carry on sitting at his desk and working. This had
never happened in the twenty-five years he had been with the firm. He had a reputation for being a tireless,
conscientious worker. But today his head was in a whirl.
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Back home at two-thirty, Bepin Babu lay down in bed and tried to gather his wits together. He knew that it was
possible to lose one's memory through an injury in the head, but he didn't know of a single instance of someone
remembering everything except one particular incident — and a fairly recent and significant one at that. He had
always wanted to go to Ranchi; to have gone there, done things, and not to remember was something utterly
impossible.
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Atseven thirty, Bepin Babu's servant came and announced, “Chuni Babu, sir. Saysit's very important.”

Bepin Babu knew what Chuni had come for. Chunilal had been at school with him. He'd been having a rough time lately
and had been coming to see him about a job. Bepin Babu knew it was not possible to do anything for him and, in fact,
told him so. But Chuni keptturning up like a bad penny.

T R 1 fie o fafte ae ot et 3T SR Bivon T, = o, W % R B, 9 9gd weeu 2’
faft =1 =1 war o fob g0 forw fow s @1 g=iciiet 39 91 Thot & qg1 o o o S5 99a T = @1 e
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Bepin Babu sentword thatnotonly was it not possible for him to see Chuni now, but notin several weeks.

Butas soon as the servant stepped out of the room, it struck Bepin Babu that Chuni might remember something about
the '58trip. There was no harmin asking him.

Bepin Babu hurried down the stairs and into the living room. Chuni was about to leave, but seeing Bepin Babu appear,
he turned round hopefully.

farft a1 1 w3wr 9si1 for Sk forq =t 9 figer 7 ot 36 T dfceh e qwe 9o q9d el 2
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Bepin Babu didn'tbeatabout the bush.
“Listen, Chuni - [ want to ask you something. You have a good memory, and you've been seeing me off and on foralong
time. Justthrow your mind backand tell me - did I go to Ranchiin '58?”

faftd @19 1 3¥R-3eR &1 91d =27 1
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Chunisaid, “'587 [tmusthave been '58.Orwasit'597?”
“You're sure thatI did goto Ranchi?”

Chuni'slook of amazement was not unmixed with worry.
“D'youmean you have doubts abouthaving gone atall?”

T A FET, 587 I 58 WA AL 59 ar?”’

‘T T & TR H T e e’
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“Did I go? Do you remember clearly?”

Chuni sat down on the sofa, fixed Bepin Babu with a long, hard stare and said, “Bepin, have you taken to drugs or
something? As far as | know, you had a clean record where such things were concerned. I know that old friendships
don't mean much to you, but at least you had a good memory. You can't really mean that you've forgotten about the
Ranchi trip?”

‘o T 17 R T B W A|R?
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@l €, Wifeh 1 W H U U Tk 37551 AReed off | g1 = ° 98 T e Wehd [ qF U= A0 % SR H ol T
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Bepin Babu had to turn away from Chuni's incredulous stare.
“Doyourememberwhat my lastjob was?” asked Chunilal.
“Of course. Youworked in a travel agency.”
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“Youremember thatand you don't remember that it was [ who fixed up your railway booking for Ranchi?  went to the
station to see you off; one of the fans in your compartment was not working — I got an electrician to fix it. Have you
forgotten everything? Whatever is the matter with you? You don'tlook too well, you know.”

Bepin Babusighed and shook his head.

‘ 3MIh! IF IS T SR AR A T € FoF g #H on fowm U= & fou enruekt Iomd qfep 1 oft? # suent sigd & forw
WIM T T e fEes 1 Ueh Tl T el T @1 O-H 34 Sleh Hid & fau Uk sl difra o em 3 ey He
HF A T E? A9 F W S H2 off 91 &2 ST A ek T o W e, SAIHT Il T

fafem o = e | ot 3R e R feen fam)

“I've been working too hard,” he said atlast. “That mustbe the reason. Must see about consulting a specialist.”
Doubtlessitwas Bepin's condition which made Chunilal leave without mentioning anything aboutajob.

I o7d | T, T Sgd Hedd i W1 gl ‘T SUHhT HRO BT F1ew| T & fou R fawve @ foemn =ifeu)
e e faftm &1 2rem off e s g=iere 1 A & ar § %2 g fa= s uen

Paresh Chanda was a young physician with a pair of bright eyes and a sharp nose. He became thoughtful when he
heard about Bepin Babu's symptoms. “Look, Dr Chanda,” said Bepin Babu desperately, “You must cure me of this
horribleillness. I can't tell you how it's affecting my work.”

Dr Chandashookhis head.

T = Tk g Fafeheaes o, foeRT Smatelt o1g oIk U 99 1 oft| =9 fofaq gt o s 35 fafim arg & qer &
IR H g fafe org 7 e @ e, <@, = =9, ¢ STaeR! T 9 T SR SRl Sl i 1 H STh! e Sl Gehel
o 98 9 T s i weiferd L @ R
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“You know what, Mr Choudhury,” he said. “I've never had to deal with a case such as yours. Frankly, thisis quite outside
my field of experience. But have one suggestion. [ don't know if it'll work, butit's worth a try. It can do no harm.”

i e, A Y WA § S S| T TS o R S WAl W T @1 €1 9 e al, 98 TR STYE % oTa &
T TR B AR WX Uk G €| § Tel S 5 9 98 1 i, Wi 98 i A Tk RN 1 98 hIE JHAH
TET L R

www.tiwariacademy.com
A Step towards free Education

10




English Class : 8

www.tiwariacademy.com

4 Bepin Choudhury’s Lapse of Memory

Honeydew
(English to Hindi Translation)

Bepin Babu leaned forward anxiously.

“As far as [ can make out,” said Dr Chanda, “And [ think you're of the same opinion — you must have been to Ranchi, but
due to some unknown reason, the entire episode has slipped out of your mind. What I suggest is that you go to Ranchi
once again. The sight of the place may remind you of your trip. This is notimpossible. More than that I cannot do at the
moment. I'm prescribing a nerve tonic and a tranquilliser. Sleep is essential, or the symptoms will get more
pronounced.”

farftr =T Scghare S0t g U

=1, =1 A T, STl q% 9 SR 7, ¢ 31 TR fermn | envent o 7€t fomm g - q T areed T g, eifen Tt st
SHROTET, qX FehLT 37T TEHrT | fiheet 72 21 A4 Herd @ foh 319 U o fht | = <61 SR o1 TR 319eh! 3791
A 1 A el Hehndl 81 9 69 2 81 fhoreTe 398 Sl # 7€ Y ahanl | Uk drehl 2 3R U Jehetieer
for@ @1 €| i sravaes €, e df wtern S eAferen el g S

Bepin Babu felt somewhat better the next morning.
After breakfast, he rang up his office, gave some instructions and then procured a first class ticket for Ranchi for the
same evening.

faft a9 = rTell o oo sec HeqH fha|
YA F 9IE, IR T wEierd § i fohar, ke fRu ok w36t s T o forw weh gem Sioft o feshe wlig
ISR
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Getting off the train at Ranchi next morning, he realised at once that he had never been there before.
He came out of the station, took a taxi and drove around the town for a while. He realised that the streets, the buildings,
the hotels, the bazaars, the Morabadi Hill — with none of these had he the slightest acquaintance. Would a trip to the
Hudroo Falls help? He didn't believe so, but, at the same time, he didn't wish to leave with the feeling that he hadn't
tried enough. So hearranged fora car and left for Hudroo in the afternoon.
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At five o'clock the same afternoon in Hudroo, two Gujarati gentlemen from a group of picnickers discovered Bepin
Babu lying unconscious beside a boulder. When he came round, the first thing Bepin Babu said was, “I'm finished.
There'snohopeleft.”

TE® 1 IHI g8 &l 914 a5, sk 9 a1ell & U 99 § &1 el SsoHl A faftd 919 & v Rremee & e |
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Next morning, Bepin Babu was back in Calcutta. He realised that there was truly no hope for him. Soon he would lose
everything: his will to work, his confidence, his ability, his balance of mind. Was he going to end up in the asylum at...?
Bepin Babu couldn't think any more.
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Back home, he rang up Dr Chanda and asked him to come over. Then, after a shower, he got into bed with an ice bag
clamped on his head. Just then the servant brought him a letter which someone had left in the letter box. A greenish
envelopewith hisnameinred ink onit.
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Above the name it said 'Urgent and Confidential'. In spite of his condition, Bepin Babu had a feeling that he ought to go
through the letter. He tore open the envelope and took out the letter. This is whathe read —
Dear Bepin,
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[ had no idea that affluence would bring about the kind of change in you that it has done. Was it so difficult for you to
help out an old friend down on his luck? I have no money, so my resources are limited. What I have is imagination, a
partofwhich [ used inretribution of your unfeeling behaviour

1 vl el o Tor wgfe qreR ofial 39 a3 o1 e @i S 36 TR ©1 o Tsh qUH S 1 SEehl 53 fehea 9
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Well, you'll be all right again now. A novel I've written is being considered by a publisher. If he likes it enough, it'll see
me through the next few months.
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Yours, Chunilal

When Dr Chanda came, Bepin Babu said, “I'm fine. Itall came back as soon as I got off the train at Ranchi.”
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“Aunique case,” said Dr Chanda. “I shall certainly write aboutitin a medical journal.”
“The reason why I sent for you,” said Bepin Babu, “is that I have a pain in the hip from a fall I had in Ranchi. If you could
prescribe apainkiller...”
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