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Before youread
UG IRH B A TEA

Do you know what a diary is? Itis arecord of personal experiences written day after day over along period of time. You can
alsouseadiary tonote down things you plan to do immediately or in future.

T 3T ST & b o STok) T 82 T el o erafey  fa wifafe & ford safaad sryal w1 ue Repls g1 3 39 el
DI e B b fo7g U ST} 1 1t SUGIT e bl & oI MU R T Ui A e Bl AT S8 & |
One ofthe mostfamous diaries published as abookis The Diary of Anne Frank.

T @ & ¥ 0 1 USRI Tad URIG STRaI B U T § & SRt 3116 U1 T |

Here are a few extracts from Ruskin Bond's diary in which he portrays the silent miracles of nature and life's little joys and
regrets. Read on.

g1 P 918 &1 ST A T 312 & o8 I8 Uhia & Yob THDRI SR SfiaH B BT GRET 3R UBdidl o1 REu B8 |
M Ufeu|

June 24
245

The first day of monsoon mist. And it's strange how all the birds fall silent as the mist comes climbing up the hill. Perhaps
that's what makes the mist so melancholy; not only does it conceal the hills, it blankets them in silence too. Only an hour ago
the trees were ringing with birdsong. And now the forest is deathly still as though it were midnight.

HFYA DI oI BT UGN G| 3R Tg 3oild ¢ fob & ¥d U&H gu g1 31 & ofa UeTs! UR Yo BT Il § | TS Tg! Yo b1 31
I ST S; 7 el U8 Ugisdl 1 gurdl 8, 78 38 A 9 i o el B 1 aei Usp 1 g €1 U ufemi b Mg A= e A
3R 3G ST TG P1 ake FRR 8, oY o snefRa g S gl

Through the mist Bijju is calling to his sister.I can hear him running about on the hillside butI cannotsee him.

e T A forey 3ol ST P JaTET 8 | 7 3 UgTS! IR TR HITTA U G- Ah ol § Afep 1 8 38 3 18] el |

June 25
2515

Some genuine earlymonsoon rain, warm and humid, and not that cold high-altitude stuff we've been having all year. The
plants seem to know ittoo, and the first cobralily rearsits head from the ferns as  walk up to the bank and post office.

FS AR BT AT SR, TH SR 3A U, 3R 3= qira & fora-t 3+t a1 el a1 89R T8t 9ret 1R 8t
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The mist affords a certain privacy.

tfe Uep FAfd Mo gROT BRet  |

A school boy asked me to describe the hill station and valley in one sentence, and all I could say was: “A paradise that might
have been.”

A S UH TSP  H3 G e SR U1t &1 U a1 | quie R 3 forw &g, 3R & o 311 &g Tavdll T "Ues a7 off
STFEargl”

June 27
27

Therains have heralded the arrival of some seasonal visitors—aleopard, and several thousand leeches.

TN A HS AR ST -Tb g3, 3R B3 oIk e b SHTH B H1 g |

Yesterday afternoon the leopard lifted a dog from near the servants' quarter below the school. In the evening it attacked
one of Bijju's cows but fled at the approach of Bijju's mother, who came screaming imprecations.

HA GIUER dgU A I & A1 A & PIEI P UM U U S IST [0 | A Bl 39 [ &1 Uah 19 WR g o fawan a1
fas] ! i, o1 SRad §U TS & STl G@HR HIFT T4
Asfortheleeches, I shall soon getused to alittle bloodletting every day.

cite o ATHe H, H Sed] 81 8% 16 UTS- YIS YoRTuIa &1 3M1fe 1 S|

Other new arrivals are the scarlet minivets (the females are yellow), flitting silently among the leaves like brilliant jewels.
No matter how leafy the trees, these brightly coloured birds cannot conceal themselves, although, by remaining absolutely
silent, they sometimes contrive to go unnoticed. Along come a pair of drongos, unnecessarily aggressive, chasing the
minivets away.

3 U TG & A1 71 fide 8 (AreTe dia W1t et €), ufert & ofta guany g9 STl & RHGR T8 &1 dvg | 39 a1
Y HIE B 76l Usdl P TS fha SIeT TieR €, 3 I9@ T 31 % uafl Gg &1 guT 181 U, gTaifep, [aepd qu TEd, IFhs
TR AR T o T Ied & | 91U € Ueh SISt ST b1 31T, 3Ta%des T4 W 31epTadp, firfide s il dd gugR A
gl

Atree creeper moves rapidly up the trunk of the oak tree, snapping up insects all the way. Now that the rains are here, there
isno dearth of food for the insectivorous birds.

THUS AT Ao TS F IS H a7 P SR Fgdl o, T & Ut e & Bis] &) Tl g | 3fd STadh] Tgi SR 81 36! 6,
FieHeR ufémi s RTT HisH Sl oIs HHI TRl 8|
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II
August?2
2 3T

Allnight the rain has been drumming on the corrugated tin roof. There has been no storm, no thunder, just the steady swish
ofatropical downpour.Ithelps me tolie awake; at the same time, it doesn't keep me from sleeping.

T I AR o & Bd TR SRR B A SHTaTS 3T I8 BIg qTH, BIs TSTISIee Tel g8 , 59 U WG ea ey a1
DI RRIAE I Tg J3 9T A HGE &l 6; AU B a8 G- el adl|

It is a good sound to read by — the rain outside, the quiet within — and, although tin roofs are given to springing
unaccountable leaks, thereis a feeling of being untouched by, and yet in touch with, the rain.

TE UgA & o Uep 3t fraret B -arer ey, +fiaR wifd- 3R, gTaiifes fomt o @l & urit eueh we1 2, i< § 3rgar €1 3R
o= 1 3% GUH B EH BT WG 3T g |

August3
3 3

The rain stops. The clouds begin to break up, the sun strikes the hill on my left. A woman is chopping up sticks. I hear the
tinkle of cowbells. In the oak tree, a crow shakes the raindrops from his feathers and caws disconsolately. Water drips from
a leaking drainpipe. And suddenly, clean and pure, the song of the whistling thrush emerges like a dark sweet secret from
the depths ofthe ravine.

TN TH S g | e ST B A 8, TS TR TS AR UeTe! Y eI 8 | T SiRd dhisai dre Wl g | H i ot wfeai
DI AT GAATE | TS & US T, TP BIaT (U U6l T IO B! gef Dl 1Sl § 3R ISR H FHig-whid dxal ¢ | T i et
T30 T U eOdhar g | 3R 3w, W 3R I, W s fsmr o1 7fid, @y &) mevrsal 3 te s fis e st aRe
JHRATR

August12
12 3R

Endlessrain, and a permanentmist. We haven't seen the sun for eight or nine days. Everything damp and soggy. Nowhere to
go.Pace the room, look out of the window ata few bobbing umbrellas. Atleastitisn'tcold rain. The hillsides are lush as late-
monsoon flowers begin to appear — wild balsam, dahlias, begonias and ground orchids.

SR SN, 3R TP RIT 4/ | TH TS AT 1 &1 o YRS 161 o1 § | 96 $© A7 SR AT Hgl gl o1 g | SR H g,
fGSH A TR PS e OTd ¢W! | FHY BA IE ot SR el 8 | Terfsar 1t femrs 3o anft § iife SR A A & Bt
ferams S o1 g -SiTedl HefeH, Sgfery, st iR urds 3 |
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August31
31 3R

It is the last day of August, and the lush monsoon growth has reached its peak. The seeds of the cobra lily are turning red,
signifying thatthe rains are comingto an end.

Tg 3T 1 i 37 B, 3R 1 I faepr 3o Tl deb Uge 7T 8 | h1e ferell & oot el 307 H 9ed ) €, U8
xfarg fr e s g R arc 8|

In a few days the ferns will start turning yellow, but right now they are still firm, green and upright. Ground orchids, mauve
lady's slipper and the white butterfly orchids put on a fashion display on the grassy slopes of Landour. Wild dahlias, red,
yellow and magenta, rear their heads from the rocky crevices where they have taken hold.

TS B el § o Uil 89 = o e, difesd st ot 3 2, 3% ofR T WS § 1 TS efffhs, Hia aiet TR ik wthg
TS Hh S TSR B1 a1 & GaHI IR Udh B UG B! ¢ | SiTet Sgfern, e, tiel 3R Toier, I gxRi § 3ro=
RR @ Teidsgaaa g s |

Snakes and rodents, flooded out of their holes and burrows, take shelter in roofs, attics and godowns. A shrew, weak of
eyesight, blunders about the rooms, much to the amusement of the children.

Y 3R Paich, T RO U Fal 3R IR T TER S &, el e SR el H IR A & | T Sge, e
W HFIOR B e, PR A gHaT s, S sl dragd iAo glaT g |

“Don'tkillit,”admonishes their grandmother. “Chuchundars are lucky — they bring money!”

3P GTE1 - 3] THIed Gd gU BT, "SU AT AR | " Sex IR gid o-d U9 ard g1

And sure enough, I receive a cheque in the mail. Not a very large one, but welcome all the same.

RS, T3 ST U U I UI G| S5 TS1 AR BT 1, dlich ST Hi W g |

October 3
3 3dga¥

We have gone straight from monsoon into winter rain. Snow athigher altitudes.

A YA it R A 9 e g | 31fie SHargdl R aw |

After an evening hailstorm, the sky and hills are suffused with a beautiful golden light.

TH A ] TGP & TG A R IS a Th Yo Ged IR 4 RIS 6|
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January 26

26 SaR

Winter Rains in the Hills

ugifsal & SdmTar ST

In the hushed silence of the house when I am quite alone, and my friend, who was here has gone, itis very lonely, very quiet,

as I sitin aliquid silence, a silence within, surrounded by the rhythm of rain, the steady drift of water on leaves, on lemons,
onroof, drumming ondrenched dahlias and window panes, while the mistholds the house inadark caress.

R P Xd gl H o1e H S5 bl 8, 3R BRI I, St I8 YT el 741 §, I8 984 (b, 95 ¥id 8, § U avdl A, Th
Mad guit H 3a1g MR &t o 3 R gof, uftrll ), g W, &d W, Ui &1 RR 814, Hi Sgfernsif sik fasat &
i O SHTaT, Fafh YU AR BT SR TR IWTE|

AsIpause nearawindow, the rain stops. And starts again.
SR € U RIS o U ST §, SRR bl 3 | SR TR AR gl 2 |

And the trees, nolonger green but grey, menace me with theirloneliness.

IRV, T A6l ¢ Qb Tere! 8, g 3T 3had- J yg fe@ma g

March 23

230"

Late March. End of winter.

A & Sid B | wfddi &1 3id |

The blackest cloud ['ve ever seen squatted over Mussoorie, and then it hailed marbles for half an hour. Nothing like a
hailstorm to clear the sky. Even as I write, | see arainbow forming.

T BT STGd ol 3119 qb 1A i A & SR G q@1 g |, 3R B 3T 31 6 T SN B | SHTEHHA Wb B3 &
fore ofiaraf® St i a1a =8 | 78t e o o H foram @, B9 U SRy a7 T |

RUSKIN BOND
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